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Agnew’s Gift to Greece 
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DESPITE a half-baked ef- 
fort by President Nixon’s 
foreign policy-makers to 
portray Vice President Ag- 
new’s official visit to the 
Greek dictatorship as “rou- 
tine," the trip — privately op- 
posed by U.S. dipolmats — 
badly undermines the Presi- 
dent’s policy aimed at re- 
storing parliamentary gov- 
ernment in Greece. 

That conclusion is ines- 
capable considering the pub- 
licity now pouring into the 
government-controlled press 
in Athens, which is promis- 
ing that the reception for 
Agnew will be the most lav- 
ish in postwar Greece and 
that the son of a Greek im- 
migrant will be treated like 
royalty in the land of his 
father. That’s justifiable. No 
other Greek-American has 
ever reached so high a polit- 
ical pinnacle in America. 


What is not justifiable is 
the corollary: This outpour- 
ing of emotion for Agnew 
will be instantaneously con- 
verted by George Papadop- 
oulos, the Greek military 
dictator, into proof that the 
Nixon administration, de- 
spite words to the contrary, 
is surreptitiously all the way 
behind the dictatorship. 

* * 

THE FACTS are quite dif- 
ferent U.S. Ambassador 
Henry Tasca, after months 
of kowtowing to Papadopou- 
los, recently has been mak- 
ing ostentatious visits to 
leaders of the outlawed po- 
litical parties who ran 
Greece before the 1967 coup 
d’etat of the colonels. 

His private talk with ex- 
iled former Prime Minister 
Constantine Karamanlls, a 
highly respected conserva- 
tive, in Paris last week so in- 
furiated the regime that it 
threatened to ban all con- 
tacts between U.S. 
diplomats and the ex-pariia- 
mentary leaders, most of 
whom still live in Athens. 
That threat will not stop 
Tasca’s overtures to the si- 
lenced opposition. 

In short, the Nixon policy 
remains as is: To keep the 
dictatorship at semi-arm’s 
length and to encourage 
the regime to end the long 
period of martial law and 
schedule free elections. 

But Agnew’s six-day visit 
(two days as the official 


guest of Papadopoulos, four 
to visit his family's village 
of Gargalianoi in the Pelo- 
ponnesus) will drown out 
the effect of Tasca's tenta- 
tive gestures toward the in- 
tensely anti-Papadopoulos 
democratic forces. 
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IT IS NO wonder, then, 
that the State Department 
cried in vain to stop the 
Vice President’s junket to 
Greece. On Agnew’s world- 
wide trip last summer, top 
State Department officials 
succeeded in persuading the 
White House not to permit 
Agnew to stop in Greece, 
even though his visit took 
him to the eastern Mediter- 
ranean area and he be- 
seech ed the President to let 
him include Greece on his 
itinerary. 

But when Mr. Nixon des- 
ignated his Vice President 
to represent the United 
States in Iran at the 2,500th 
anniversary of the Persian 
empire. Agnew renewed his 
request for permission to 
visit Greece with such fer- 
vor that the President (in 
the words of one aide) 
“could not say no.” 

Now, having lost the main 
battle. State Department op- 
eratives are preparing brief- 
ing papers they hope will 
convince Agnew to say the 
right things to Papadopou- 
los. But that effort is likely 
to faiL 

Agnew was popping off 


exultantly about the mili- 
tary takeover as long as 
three years ago. In a speech 
on Sept. 27, 1908, he said the 
Papadopoulos junta “has not 
proven itself to be as hor- 
rendous a specter to contem- 
plate 1 as most people 
thought it would.” Rather, 
he said, it had “done a bit to 
stabilize the Communist 
threat” and would “provide 
a salutary climate in which 
a free elective system can 
take place.” 

IN SHORT, Agnew is phil- 
osophically and ideologi- 
cally tied to Papadopoulos 
and his military regime, an 
historical fact not likely to 
make him an earnest advo- 
cate of President Nixon's 
public policy of coolness 
toward Greece. 

His visit also will be of 
inestimable value to Papa- 
dopoulos in smothering the 
impact of the congressional 
ban on all U.S. aid to Greece 
passed by the House and 
pending in the Senate. Fi- 
nally, it has been allowed to 
take place despite new evi- 
dence under study here that 
Papadopoulos will not con- 
sider free elections until 
1973 at the earliest 
So, the “routine” Agnew 
visit to his ancestral land is 
another episode where this 
most controversial of Vice 
Presidents is running 
counter to the President’s 
stated policy. 
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